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relics of the saints, basing its action on an investigation made at
an earlier date by the Soviet authorities, and it also decided to
close the monasteries, replacing them with communistic frater-
nities. Simultaneously the Council adopted the Gregorian calendar.
The counter-revolutionary hierarchs and priests who had escaped
abroad were excluded from the church; Vvedensky was conse-
crated Metropolitan, and a new Supreme Church Council was
elected. Of this body ten members belonged to the Living Church,
six to the Ancient Apostolic Church, and two to the Regeneration
of the Church; out of the eighteen members twelve were priests,
one a laymen, and only five were bishops. Evidently the direct ob-
ject of all these decisions was consideration for the interests of the
secular clergy, while the laity was treated with distrust. From the
political point of view, the orders of the GPU were carefully com-
plied with.
It appeared that the Living Church had obtained from its alliance
with the government all that it desired, but the dangers of this al-
liance and the spuriousness of the victory achieved immediately be-
came evident. The Orthodox masses showed a stern disapproval of
the undertaking, as one of its promoters, Prof. Titlinov, was forced
to admit in 1923.
A huge majority of the clergy and church communities refused to
recognize the new church administration, and the names of the lead-
ers became odious; Dean A. Vvedensky had a stone thrown at his head,
while others were threatened with stoning, but were protected by the
militia. Bishops and priests of the Living Church could not officiate
without being disturbed, neither could they show themselves in the
churches nor on the street without being publicly insiihed. Among
the illiterate masses rumors were circulated on the advent of Anti-
christ, and they asserted in Pctrograd that Dean Vvedensky drove in
a car having on it the stamp of Antichrist, only turned upside dowo
(999). At public meetings of the Living Church the antagonistic atti-
tude of many people was quite striking.
From different sources we know that the mood of the masses was
expressed in numerous acts of violence directed against the mem-
bers of the Living Church. For instance, at the Cathedral of Christ
die Saviour, V. D. Krasnitsky was beaten until he lost conscious-
ness; Evdokimov, a priest of the Living Church, was murdered ia